
Receive 2% of Medicare Part B Charges 
with ePrescriptions! 
 
 
For 2010, e-prescribing incentive amounts will be 2% of the total estimated 
allowed charges for professional services covered by Medicare Part B and 
furnished by an eligible professional during the reporting year (one calendar 
year). 
 
 

Overview of Medicare Part B Incentive Payments 
If you Qualify for the Calendar Year: Your Incentive Payment is: 

2009 2.0% 
2010 2.0% 
2011 1.0% 
2012 1.0% 
2013 0.5% 

*You must submit claims no later than 2 months after the reporting period ends. 

 
 
You are eligible for this incentive if: 
 
You are a professional physician, physical/occupational therapist, qualified 
speech-language pathologist, nurse practitioner, physician assistant, clinical 
nurse specialist, certified registered nurse, anesthetist, certified nurse 
midwife, clinical social worker, clinical psychologist, registered dietitian, 
nutrition professional or a qualified audiologist (as of 2009). You must also be 
a successful "e-prescriber," meaning you must report the e-prescribing quality 
measure through your Medicare Part B claims on at least 50% of applicable 
cases during the reporting year. 

 
Electronic Prescribing Overview  
 
It is estimated that approximately 7,000 deaths occur each year in the United 
States due to medication errors. These errors are predominately due to hand-
writing illegibility, wrong dosing, missed drug-drug or drug-allergy reactions. 
E-prescribing is being touted as the solution to improved patient safety and 
reducing sky-rocketing medication costs.  

 
What is e-prescribing? 
 
Electronic prescribing is an electronic way to generate prescriptions through an 
automated system over the internet that transmits to a network which links to 
participating pharmacies.  
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Benefits of e-prescribing: 
 

1. Improving patient safety and overall quality of care - Illegible hand-
written prescriptions are eliminated, decreasing the risk of medication 
errors and decreasing liability risks.  

2. Reducing or eliminating phone calls and call-backs to pharmacies - 
Physician offices are overwhelmed by call-backs from pharmacies with 
questions, clarifications and refill requests.  

3. Increases patient compliance - Approximately 20% of paper 
prescriptions go unfilled by the patient. E-prescribing systems expedite 
the filling of prescription at the pharmacy. 

4. Improving Formulary adherence. By checking with insurance company 
formularies, generic substitutions are encouraged thus reducing patient 
costs. 

5. Improves reporting ability. Prescription reporting would be impossible 
with a paper prescription system. Electronic prescriptions can be easily 
reported on such as:  

o finding all patients who have had a particular medication 
prescribed to them during a drug recall the frequency of 
medication prescribed by certain providers etc. 

 
 
What your practice needs to do to get started  
e-prescribing: 
Electronic prescriptions are tightly integrated to EMR software. Therefore, to 
achieve the full benefits of e-Prescribing, consider it as part of a complete EMR 
implementation.  
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